
Thematic Curriculum 
 

Medium Term Plan: Term 2 

 

Year 2: Time Travellers - Neil Armstrong, Jack and the Beanstalk, The Race to the South Pole and Father Christmas. 

In this topic we will be learning about different types of travellers and their journeys. 
 
Some of our WOW moments will be:  
 
Opening WOW moment: Digging up a 1969 Space Capsule from the field – contain a big America flag, space boots, space food and moon rocks.   
 
Closing WOW moment: To design, build and launch a space rocket. 
 
Art and Music WOW moment: Performance of David Bowie’s ‘Space Oddity’ and a gallery of the children’s Peter Thorpe inspired art (to be shown 
to parents). 
 

English 

Core texts: Man on the moon (3 weeks-15 lessons) Jack and the beanstalk (2 weeks-10 lessons) The Night Before Christmas (1 week-5 lessons). 

Key Vocabulary:  

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Text Structure & Features 

• Become increasingly familiar with and retell a wider range of 

stories 

• Draw on a wide range of stories and understand their features 

Language & Vocabulary 

• Discuss and clarify meanings of new words, making links to 

known vocabulary 

• Use drama, and role play to identify with and explore characters 

• Recognise and use simple recurring literary language in stories 

 
Grammar & Punctuation 

• Use expanded noun phrases 

• Use subordination (as, when) 

• Use co-ordination (and, so, but) 

• Use sentences with different forms 

Man on the Moon (3 weeks) Writing in the first person. 
Outcome: Children will write in the first person from a character's point 
of view. 

• Describing characters. Asking questions about the book's 
protagonist – Who is Bob?  

• Immerse the children in the story. 

• Comprehension activities. To make inference. Whilst listening to 
the story for a second time child will try and answer the 
questions, they formed the previous day. 

• Use expanded noun phrases – use sense to describe the moon 
and what it would be like to walk on its surface. 

• To use past tense – To write a postcard from the moon, in the 
role of a moon tourist. 

• To explain ideas using my knowledge of the story. Explain what 
moon related souvenirs Bob could sell on his stall? 

• Retell the story. 

• Sequence the story. 
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Plan, Draft, Edit & Evaluate 

• Plan/say aloud what they are going to write 

• Write down key words/ideas/vocabulary 

• Evaluate own writing with teacher/other pupils 

• Re-read for sense and check that verbs that indicate time are 

used correctly, including verbs in the continuous form 

• Proof-read for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation 

 

• Explore and analyse characters (hot seating activities). 

• Recount from characters point of view. 
 
Jack and the Beanstalk (2 weeks) Narrative.  
Outcome: Creating our own Jack and the Beanstalk story. 

• Read and re-read text. 

• Comprehension activities. 

• Orally retell the story. 

• Character description activity – describing the personality and 
traits of Jack, Jack’s mother and the Mysterious Bean Seller. 

• Drama activities relating to the story. 

• Sequence story (written). 

• Understand story structure (beginning, middle and end). 

• Plan a new story using a story mountain. 

• Innovate story to create their own story (1 week). 

• With support begin to make improvements to their own writing. 
 
The night before Christmas (1 week) Non-chronological report. 
Outcome: Children will write a non-chronological report about Father 
Christmas’ journey. 

• Read the story. 

• Retell the story. 

• Sequence the story. 

• Comprehension activities.  

• Plan report of the journey around the world. 

• Write a non-chronological report. 

Science 

We will be learning:  What humans need to stay fit and healthy.    (6 lessons)                          What does a plant need to grow? (1 lesson) 

Key Vocabulary: condition, function, germination, habitat, tropical, arctic, desert, micro-habitat, woodland, rainforest, food chain, inhabit, adaption, 
adapt, healthy, nutrition, hydration, hygienic, balanced, carbohydrate, protein, vitamin, minerals, diet, product, environment, woodland, food 
source, diagram, suitable, describe, equipment, information, conduct, answers, research, prediction, method.  

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Working Scientifically 

• Ask and raise their own scientific questions 

What does an astronaut eat? (6 weeks) 
To be covered after History L1+2 
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• Use first-hand practical experiences to find answers 

• Gather and record data using diagrams, words and charts 

• Perform simple tests 

• Observe closely 

• Discuss what they have found out 

• Use simple equipment 

 

Scientific Knowledge – Living things and their habitats 

• Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including 
humans, for survival (water, food, air) 

• Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right 
amounts of different types of food, and hygiene 

• Understand that animals, including humans have offspring which 
grow into adults 

 

Scientific Knowledge – Plants 

• Observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature 

               plants 

• Find out and describe how plants need water, light and a suitable 
temperature to grow and stay healthy 

 

Lesson 3: Balanced diet/ Healthy/ unhealthy. 

• Hook- training to be space astronauts, what will you need to do? 

• What would we need to eat? What did Neil Armstrong eat on 
board Apollo 11. Compare Neil Armstong’s lunch to our lunch. 

• What does healthy/ unhealthy mean? 

• Sort different foods into healthy/ unhealthy and explain why? 
Lesson 4: Food groups. 

• Explore the different food groups. 

• What is each one? What does it do for our body? 

• Activity based around learning about food groups. 

• Explain to children that next lesson they will be making a healthy 
meal for space school. 

Lesson 5: Cooking a healthy meal for space school. 

• Make a healthy pasta salad or banana and oat muffins. 

• Create a poster advertising their meal using their knowledge of 
the food groups.  

Lesson 6: Why is exercise important? 

• Explore why exercise is important to stay fit and healthy.  

• Impact it has on our body. 

• Why would an astronaut need to be fit? 

• Research the physical training undertaken by Neil Armstrong to 
prepare for space travel. 

• Children in groups to create their own fitness activity or routine. 
 
Lesson 1: To learn about what a plant needs to grow. 

• Discuss what planets need to grow – light, water and soil. 

• Children will complete a bean plant experiment where they will 
plant a bean with different variable conditions. 

• Children will keep and record a bean plant diary charting the 
progress of their plant.   

History 

We will be learning: To learn about the journeys of different travellers. (4 lessons) 

Key Vocabulary: explorer, voyage, chronology, century, oldest, newest, modern, old-fashioned, route, date, era. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 
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• Use a range of artefacts, pictures, stories and online sources to 
answer historical questions 

• Understand different representations of the past by drawing 
comparisons  

• Ask a wide range of questions about the past using parts of 
stories and sources 

• Describe and understand the significance of historical events 
beyond living memory (nationally or globally) 

• Describe key people from the past who have contributed to 
national and international achievements and understand their 
significance 

• Place key dates/eras on a timeline to develop chronological 
language and to identify similarities and differences between 
ways of life in different periods  

• Know about local historical events, people and places 
• Use a wider range of historical vocabulary e.g. decade, century, 

source 

Exploring the life of Neil Armstrong (2 weeks) 
Lesson 1: Ask a range of questions linked to an historically event. 

• Dig up time capsule of Neil Armstrong.  

• Have children explore and ask questions/ make predictions. 

• Introduce topic and show picture of Neil Armstrong. 

• Children note down questions they would like to ask him. 

• Show video of Neil Armstrong and give information. 
Lesson 2: Create a Neil Armstrong fact file. 

• Recall what the children remember about Neil Armstrong.  

• Share books and facts/ information. 

• In the shape of a piece of space clothing (boot, helmet, gloves) 
children write facts about Neil Armstrong. 

 
What did Ernest Shackleton, Robert Falcon Scott and Roald Amundsen 
want to achieve? (2 weeks) 
Lesson 1: To describe and understand a historical event. 

• Children to learn about the different missions to be the first to 
reach the South Pole. 

• Children to discuss a photograph of Robert Falcon Scott’s crew 
reaching the South Pole to discover they had been beaten by 
Roald Amundsen. 

• Children to complete a ‘Race to the pole’ fact sheet to 
demonstrate their understanding.   

Lesson 2: Create a timeline of events. 

• Children to place the key dates and events of the Antarctic 
explorers in chronological order.  

Art 

We will be learning: To use a variety of painting techniques to create different pieces of art. (3 lessons) 

Key Vocabulary: textiles, create, effect, stitch, weave, record, needle, combine, layers, pattern, material, illustration, tone, tint, shade, dots, lines, 
sketch, portrait, landscape. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 
• In painting, use a variety of thick and thin brushes to produce 

lines and shapes, textures and patterns 
• In painting, mix colours to make secondary colours 
• In painting, add white to make tints and add black to make 

Creating artwork with space as an inspiration (3 weeks) 
Taught after History/ science 
Lesson 7: Explore colour mixing. 

• Explain to the children that they will be creating some space art. 
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shades 
• Use a range of pencils to draw lines of different 

lengths/thickness and show pattern using dots and lines 
• Use correct artistic vocabulary e.g. tone, tint, shade 
• Use and apply art and design techniques in using colour, 

patterns, texture, line, shape, form and space with a range of 
materials 

• Describe differences and similarities and make links to own work 
• Know about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and 

designers 

 

• Discuss what is meant by secondary and primary colours. 

• Activity - children to explore mixing colours. 

• Challenge - what effects do different size brushes have?  What 
happens when you add white to a colour?  

Lesson 8: Introduce the artist, Peter Thorpe. 

• Show a range of paintings. 

• Have the children discuss what they like and dislike. 

• Talk about what materials Peter Thorpe used. 

• Children to choose one of Peter Thorpe paintings to recreate 
remembering to use the skills they learnt in the previous lesson.  

Lesson 9: Evaluate and display artwork in a gallery. 

• Finish off paintings. 

• Have children evaluate what worked well? Even better if? 

• Write caption to go alongside their painting (like there would be 
at a gallery). 

• Swap classes and have children look at each other's and write 
positive notes on post its.  

Design Technology 

We will be learning:  To design, create and launch a model space rocket into space. (3 lessons) 

Key Vocabulary:  evaluate, design, balanced, varied, prepare, grown, reared, processed, stabilise, communicate, gear, components, functional, 
experiment, pulley, appealing, represent, movement, purpose. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 
• Design products for others and themselves that are purposeful, 

functional and appealing 
• Generate, develop, model and communicate ideas through 

talking, drawing, templates and ICT 
• Select from and use a wide range of materials and components 

according to their characteristics 
• Select from and use a wide range of tools and equipment to 

perform practical tasks 
• Evaluate own ideas and designs against given design criteria 
• Explore and evaluate a range of existing products  

Design, create and launch a model space rocket. (3 weeks)  
Lesson 1: Research and design model spaceship. 

• Research the space shuttle Apollo 11. Analyse structure, shape, 
and key features of the ship.  

• Create their own ship design criteria based on this research. 
Lesson 2: To select the correct materials and build their spaceship. 

• Select from a wide range of materials and components to solve 
the problem of getting the rocket to launch (e.g. balloons, 
pneumatic, springs).  

• Create own rocket based on experimentation with materials and 
components. 

 Lesson 3: To launch and evaluate my rocket. 
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• Test and record the effectiveness of a rocket launch.  

• Evaluate effectiveness of their rockets and share most effective 
way of launching a model rocket. 

Computing 

We will be learning: How to stay safe online. (2 lessons) 

Key Vocabulary:  science, coding, task, input, program, debug, reset, instruction, source, secure, danger, worried, harmful, trust, screen, stranger, 
rank, select, locate. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 
Online Safety - 

• Use technology safely and respectfully keeping personal 
information private 

• Identify where to go for help/support when concerned about 
content/contact on internet 

Online Safety. (2 weeks) 
Lesson 1: Staying safe online – Children's discussion. 

• During whole class discussion, explain importance of not sharing 
with friends/strangers any personal information or passwords  

• Discuss which devices the children use and what they use them 
for e.g. laptop, smart phone, tablet, XBOX.  

• Sort between incidents that happen online that need reporting / 
do not need reporting (e.g. Someone tried to talk to me, 
something popped up on my screen without me doing anything, 
I saw a mean comment).  

Lesson 2: Staying safe online – Creating Rules. 

• Create class rules for safely using material online. Include length 
of time, positive comments, reporting concerns etc. 

PSHE 

We will be learning: What a secret is and how we manage that; how and where to get help; recognising hurtful behaviour. (2 lessons) 
 We will also be learning about our similarities and differences and how to play and work with respect and cooperation. (2 lessons) 

Key Vocabulary: Care, excluded, friend, difficult, problems, resolve, respect, responsible, rules, rights, emergency, safe, responsible, unsafe, 
hazards, danger. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Anti-bullying week 14th- 18th November 
 
Safe relationships - 
In this unit of work the children will learn: 

• how to recognise hurtful behaviour, including online  

• what to do and whom to tell if they see or experience hurtful 
behaviour, including online  

• about what bullying is and different types of bullying  

Safe relationships. (2 weeks) 
Lesson 1: To identify safe relationships.  

• Identify what they think makes a good relationship. The children 
will be thinking about how they may want to be treated and the 
impact they have on others. 

• Looking at different scenarios... Is it ok for someone to do this to 
you? Children will be building empathy for each other and what 
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• how someone may feel if they are being bullied  

• about the difference between happy surprises and secrets that 
make them feel uncomfortable or worried, and how to get help 

• how to resist pressure to do something that feels uncomfortable 
or unsafe  

• how to ask for help if they feel unsafe or worried and what 
vocabulary to use 

 
Respecting ourselves and others - 
In this unit of work the children will learn: 

• about the things they have in common with their friends, 
classmates, and other people  

• how friends can have both similarities and differences  

• how to play and work cooperatively in different groups and 
situations 

• how to share their ideas and listen to others, take part in 
discussions, and give reasons for their views 

to do and how to react to difficult situations of receiving or 
witnessing hurtful behaviour.  

Lesson 2:  The difference between a happy surprise and secrets that 
make you feel uncomfortable. 

• Explain that some people use the words 'secrets' and 'surprises' 
interchangeably. 

• Children will learn about privacy and things that should be kept 
private, including personal information online, passwords and 
codes and the body parts covered by their underwear.   

• Look at the NSPCC underwear rule. 

• Identifying trusted adults. 

• Create an awareness poster of what we have learnt to help us 
stay safe. 

Respecting ourselves and others. (2 weeks) 
Lesson 3: What makes a good friend? 

• Think about why it is important to have good friends. 

• Explain what we can do to be a good friend to others. 

• The children will reflect on the qualities they have which make 
them a good friend, and those qualities they'd like to get even 
better at. 

• Children to create a friendship flower where they will draw a 
picture of themselves in the middle of the flower and on each 
petal, they will write the qualities they have that make them a 
good friend to others. On the leaves, they will write qualities they 
would like to develop more. 

Lesson 4: How are we similar and how are we different? 

• Read ‘We are all different’ stories. 

• Play similarities and differences game where the children will 
move around the room asking their classmates questions from 
their sheet in order to learn more about them. 

• Children will complete a Venn diagram comparing the likes and 
dislikes of themselves and a friend. Children discuss each card 
and sort them, identifying similarities and differences between 
what they like and what their partner likes.   

Music  
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We will be learning: To perform a song and discover it’s meaning (4 lessons) 

Key Vocabulary: Singing, chants, rhymes, play, tunes instruments, untuned instruments, listen, high- quality live music, high quality recorded music, 
experiment, create sounds, select sounds, combine sounds. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

 
Performance - 

• Practise, rehearse and share a song that has been learned in the 
lesson, from memory or with notation, and with confidence. 

• Talk about what the song means and why it was chosen to share. 

• Talk about the difference between rehearsing a song and 
performing it. 

 

Learn and perform David Bowie’s song ‘Space Oddity’. (4 weeks) 
Lesson 1: Introduction to the lyrics, artist and era of the songs release 
(zeitgeist). 

• Learn the tune and lyrics to the David Bowie song - ‘Space 
Oddity’ released in 1969 before the first moon landings. 

Lesson 2: Looking at the meanings behind the words and why they are 
related to our topic. 

• Continue to rehearse the song. 

• Children to be given a line from the song to act out. 
Lesson 3: The difference between a rehearsal and a performance. 

• Explain the difference between rehearsing a song and a 
performance. 

• Show David Bowie performing ‘Space Oddity’ as well as the 
music video – how does David Bowie further explain the 
meaning behind the lyrics? 

Lesson 4: Final performance in front of parents. 

• Children to perform the song. 
 

 


