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Year 2: Unsinkable 

In this topic we will be learning about:  The HMS Titanic, exploring what materials it was made from and discovering why the so called ‘Unsinkable Queen of the Ocean’ 
sank in spectacular fashion? In English, we will be fully immersing ourselves in the chaos that ensued onboard (as the water started to devour the ship) by writing a diary 
entry from a passenger’s perspective. In art we will be diving in and refining the many different artistic techniques such as collage, painting and using charcoal to depict 
everything from icebergs, passengers and the ship itself.  
 
Some of our WOW moments will be:  

• Building a diorama of the Titanic – the children will build a section of the Titanic – 1st, 2nd and 3rd class cabins as well as the deck, the grand staircase and the 
engine room.    

• Coming dressed as a passenger or crew member onboard the Titanic. Will you come as a 1st class passenger, a Stoker (someone who shovels the coal to 
make the Titanic move), a chef, a waiter or maybe a musician as part of the Titanic’s orchestra? 

• Reading our Titanic diaries to our adults. 

• Food tasting from the restaurants of the Titanic. The children will be tasting the food from 1st and 3rd class menus. 
 

English 

Core texts: Samson’s Titanic Journey (Lauren Graham), I Was There... On Board the Titanic (Margi McAllister).  If you were a kid aboard the Titanic (Josh Gregory).                    

Diary Key Vocabulary: diary, recount, embark, Atlantic Ocean, Southampton, passenger, cruise liner, sailed, first-class, ornate, chandelier, breath-taking, decorated, 
opulent, decorative, voyage, cabin, crystal. 
Recount Key Vocabulary: ocean liner, set sail, Southampton, Atlantic Ocean, passengers, embarked, New York, Captain Smith, Fredrick’s Street, iceberg, crow’s 
nest, crewman, collided, lifeboat, distress, freezing, flooded, drowned.   

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

 
Comprehension  

• Discuss and express views about a wide range of texts at a level be-
yond that at which they can read independently  

• Discuss and clarify meaning of new words/phrases  
  
Word Reading  

• Read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain graph-
emes taught so far  

  
Text Structure & Features  

• Write for different purposes (diary recording historical event)  

• Write about real events, recording these simply and clearly  

 
Write a diary entry from a passenger’s perspective. 

 
Week 1 – English 1 – 5 - Recapping what a diary is, what is the purpose of a 
diary? Explain to the children that diary entries can be used to learn about 
the past as they were written just after that event has happened. Diary 
entries can show the history of an event. Recapping Diaries (Samuel 
Pepys). Look at the individual features of a diary entry – Dates, location, 
emotions. Writing a comparison between the 1st class and the 3rd class 
passengers. Use and explore comparative language.  
Food Tasting The children will be presented with food items from 1st and 
3rd class. The children will taste the food and will decide what class that 
food belongs to. The children will then design a menu for one of the 
classes. From learning the new vocabulary that we have read throughout 
our research the children will create a Titanic glossary. The children will 



Thematic Curriculum 
 

Medium Term Plan: Term 4 

   
Grammar & Punctuation  

• Use subordination (as, when, because)  

• Use co-ordination (and, so, but)  

• Use present/past tense correctly and consistently, including pro-
gressive forms of verbs  

• Use sentences with different forms: statements, commands, ques-
tions and exclamations  

   
Plan, Draft, Edit & Evaluate  

• Plan/say aloud what they are going to write  

• Write down key words/ideas/vocabulary  

• Evaluate own writing with teacher/other pupils  

• Re-read for sense and check that verbs that indicate time are used 
correctly, including verbs in the continuous form  

• Proofread for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation  
 

then use these diary entries to find out about the different experiences and 
backgrounds of the different array of passengers and crew members 
onboard the Titanic. Choose one passenger or crew member to write a 
diary entry focusing on two events – boarding the Titanic and the sinking of 
the Titanic. 

 
Week 2 – English 6 – 9 - Edit diary entries that we have been looking at by 
using subordination (as, when, because). Edit diary entries that we have 
been looking at by adding adjectives, verbs and adverbs. Edit diary entries 
that we have been looking at by adding adjectives, verbs and adverbs. Use 
present /past tense correctly and consistently, including progressive forms 
of verbs. Adding ‘ed’ to verbs. The children will be writing sentences with 
different forms: statements, commands, questions and exclamations 
related to the diary entries we have been looking at.  

 
Week 3 – English 10 – 13 - Plan first day boarding the Titanic as a 1st and 3rd 
class passenger. Write first day boarding the Titanic as a 1st and 3rd class 
passenger. Plan last day onboard the Titanic as a 1st and 3rd class 
passenger. Write last day onboard the Titanic as a 1st and 3rd class 
passenger. Reading Diary entries to parents and dressing – up as 1st and 
3rd class passengers. 
 
Week 4 – Science Week – Write-up of Science Experiments. 

 
Write a recount of the Titanic’s voyage across the Atlantic. 

 
Week 5 – English 1 – 5 - Introduce the book Samson’s Titanic Journey to the 
children. Allow the children to separate the fact from the fiction in the 
story, using the children’s previous learning from weeks 1-3. Create a 
senses and emotions map for the start, the middle and the ending of the 
story.  Children to develop a plan of their recount including the facts and 
the correct chronology of the key events. Recap how to write a recount 
and what key features need to be included. 
 
Week 6 – English 6 – 9 - Recap how to write a recount, and the key 
features of writing a recount. Model how to write recount ensuring that 
events are in correct order and detail added. Focus on the beginning, 
middle and then ending each day. Final day used for editing of writing. 
 

Science 
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Key Vocabulary (Scientific Knowledge): condition, function, germination, habitat, tropical, arctic, desert, micro-habitat, woodland, rainforest, food chain, inhabit, 
adaption, adapt, healthy, nutrition, hydration, hygienic, balanced, carbohydrate, protein, vitamin, minerals, diet, product, environment, wood land, food source. 
Absorb, float, waterproof, water resistant. 
Key Vocabulary (Working Scientifically): diagram, suitable, describe, equipment, information, conduct, answers, research, prediction, method. 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

 

• Identify and compare the suitability 
of a variety of everyday materials in-
cluding wood, metal, plastic, glass, 
brick, rock, paper and cardboard for 
particular uses  

• Find out how the shapes of solid ob-
jects made from some materials can 
be changed by squashing, bending, 
stretching and twisting  

 

• Ask and raise their own scien-
tific questions  

• Use first-hand practical expe-
riences to find answers  

• Gather and record data using 
diagrams, words and charts  

• Perform simple tests  

• Observe closely  

• Discuss what they have found 
out  

• Use simple equipment  

 
Examine everyday materials and their different uses with links to their 

properties e.g., buoyancy. 
 

Science Week – Week 4. (3 days) Cross-Curricular with English (writing – up 
of the experiment). 
 
Lesson 1 – LI: To identify which materials have certain properties through 

observing simple tests closely.  

Explain to the children that they will be finding out which biscuit is the best 

for dunking based on how many dunks they are able to do before the 

biscuit breaks. Why do they think biscuits break when they are left in water 

for too long? You could talk about how the biscuit soaks up water which 

dissolves the sugar in the biscuit. Sugar is needed to hold the biscuit 

together so when it dissolves, the biscuit breaks. 

Lesson 2 - LI: To identify which materials have certain properties. 

Recap children’s understanding of materials and what they are used for. 

Focus on properties of each and describe these using scientific language. 

Thinking about the Titanic interior and exterior, consider the materials used 

for various parts e.g., hull, staircase, cabin furnishings. 

Lesson 3 – LI: To ask and raise our own scientific questions. 

Children generate scientific questions and predictions about a range of 

materials that can be tested e.g., which materials will float best? What 

material is the least absorbent? The children will generate a quick word 

bank showing their understanding of the key scientific vocabulary such as: 

absorbent, waterproof, transparent and bendy. 



Thematic Curriculum 
 

Medium Term Plan: Term 4 

History 

Key Vocabulary: Titanic, ocean, date, Southampton, Atlantic, era, crew, embarked, timeline, class, set sail, chronology, route, passenger, source, voyage, iceberg, 
century.  

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 
 

• Describe and understand the significance of 
historical events beyond living memory 
(nationally or globally) 

• Describe key people from the past who 
have contributed to national and 
international achievements and understand 
their significance 

• Place key dates/eras on a timeline to 
develop chronological language and to 
identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different periods  

• Know about changes within living memory 
and how they affected changes in national 
life 

• Know about local historical events, people 
and places 

 

• Use a range of 
artefacts, pictures, 
stories and online 
sources to answer 
historical questions 

• Understand different 
representations of the 
past by drawing 
comparisons  

• Ask a wide range of 
questions about the 
past using parts of 
stories and sources 

• Use a wider range of 
historical vocabulary 
e.g., decade, century, 
source 

 
Learn that the past is constructed from a range of sources and is 

represented in different ways. 

Lesson 1 - LI: To Use a range of artefacts, pictures, stories and online 

sources to answer historical questions. 

Task: Record this information on a worksheet. Children will be looking at 

the different people onboard the Titanic. For example: One child will 

compare the views of a first-class passenger with the views of a third-class 

passenger. Another child will compare a crew member with a second-class 

passenger. 

 

Lesson 2 – LI: To understand the different representations of the past by 

drawing comparisons. 

Task: The children will be recording the similarities and differences 

between the different people onboard the Titanic. They will look at 

creating different headings such as class, food, entertainment, possessions 

and looking at their chance of survival.   

 

Lesson 3 - LI: To place key dates/eras on a timeline to develop 

chronological language and to identify similarities and differences 

between ways of life in different periods. 

Task: The children will order these key events, dates and times on a 
timeline that solely represents the voyage of the Titanic. 
 

Art 

Key Vocabulary: textiles, create, effect, stitch, weave, record, needle, combine, layers, pattern, material, illustration, tone, tint, shade, dots, lines, sketch, portrait, 
landscape. 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

   
Create a collage of the Titanic inspired by the marine artwork of the artist 

Gordon Frickers. 
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• Use range of pencils to draw lines of 

different lengths/thickness and show 

pattern using dots and lines 

• Use the correct artistic vocabulary 

• Describe differences and similarities and 
make links to own work 

• In painting, add white to make tints and 
black to make shades 

• In painting, use a variety of thick and thin 
brushes to produce lines and shapes, 
textures and patterns 

 

• Use and apply art and 
design techniques in 
using colour, patterns, 
texture, line, shape, 
form and space with a 
range of materials 

 
Lesson 1 - LI: Use range of pencils to draw lines of different 

lengths/thickness and show pattern using dots and lines. 

Task: Draw a picture of a passenger or crew member boarding the Titanic 

in pencil applying the skills of texture, line, shape and space. 

 

Lesson 2 - LI: Use a range of charcoal to draw lines of different 

lengths/thickness and show pattern using dots and lines. 

Task: Continue drawing a picture of a passenger or crew member boarding 

the Titanic applying charcoal using the skills of texture, line, shape and 

space. 

 

Lesson 3 - LI: To use a variety of thick and thin brushes to produce lines 

and shapes, textures and patterns. To add white to make tints and black 

to make shades. 

Task: Paint an iceberg on the sea – a view from Titanic’s porthole of an 

iceberg in the ocean. The children will use the brushstroke techniques 

modelled to achieve this, as well as adding white to make tints and black to 

make shades.  

 

Lesson 4 - LI: To mix materials to create texture by coiling overlapping 

and montaging when creating a collage of The Titanic. 

Task: From looking at and taking inspiration from the painting of the 

Titanic by marine artist Gordon Frickers, create a collage from tissue paper 

depicting the Titanic sailing towards New York. 

 

Lesson 5 – LI: To use a range of pencils to draw lines of different 

lengths/thickness and show pattern using dots and lines.  

Task: The children will be designing and creating bunting. 

 

Design & Technology 

Key Vocabulary: research, product, material, communicate, purpose, design, drawing, diagram, tools, build, make, construct, strength, stiffen, stabilise. 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 
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• Design products for 
others and themselves 
that are purposeful, 
functional and 
appealing  

• Build structures, 
exploring ways to 
stiffen, stabilise and 
strengthen 

• Select from and use a 
wide range of materials 
and components 
according to their 
characteristics 

• Select from and use a 
wide range of tools and 
equipment to perform 
practical tasks 

• Evaluate own ideas and 
designs against given 
design criteria 

• Explore and evaluate a 
range of existing 
products 

Design and make a replica of the Titanic, drawing on its key features. 

 

Lesson 1 - LI: To Investigate why the designers of the Titanic thought their 

ship was ‘unsinkable’. 

Task: The children will be labelling a cross section of the ship that includes 

what materials were used and how the ship remained buoyant and afloat. 

To extend the children will look at how the ship was designed to deal with 

water leaks. 

 

Lesson 2 – LI: To design products for others and themselves that are 

purposeful, functional and appealing. 

Task: The children will design their own boats looking at how they can 

make them buoyant and watertight. The children will need to label their 

designs and include a suitable list of materials and equipment they would 

like to use. 

 

Lesson 3 – LI: To build structures, exploring ways to stiffen, stabilise and 

strengthen. 

Task: The children will use a range of materials to build the most effective 

boat in line with the design criteria. 

 

Lesson 4 – LI: To evaluate our own ideas and designs against a given 

design criteria. 

Task: Test all the boats as a class and record findings 

Evaluate and note common trends / most effective materials. Children we 
fill in their own evaluation of their boat. WWW and EBI. 
 

Computing 

Key Vocabulary: online, E-Safety, internet, engine, source, technology, questions, results, www., select, rank, locate. 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 
 

• Recognise some common uses of 
information technology beyond school 

  

Use search engines effectively to find answers to historical questions. 

 

To understand what a website is and how to navigate around one.  
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Task: The children will be constructing an appropriate question into a 
search engine such as Google. The children will then gather this 
information on a research sheet. The child will then use their research to 
create their own homepage by completing the homepage template 
worksheet.   
 

To recognise some common uses of information technology beyond 

school. 

Task: The children will be completing the ‘Who uses what?’ The children 
will draw lines to match the person to the information technology they use 
to do their job (LA) and Think about the job each person does. Draw a 
picture of one piece of information technology they might use to help 
them do their job. Write the name of it at the bottom of the box (MA & 
HA). 
 

PSHRE 

Key Vocabulary: refuse, seat, segregation, Civil Rights, bus, Rosa Parks, Activist, racism, African American, equality, boycott, society, freedom, history, law, arrest, 
justice, peaceful, lawsuit, nonviolent, inequality.  

Key Objectives Learning Journey 

 

School Outcomes: 

• To understand why someone was courageous 

• To understand the effect of that courage  

• To understand the social issues affecting the champion 

• To relate the courage shown to our own goals 

• To understand that courage is the value that allows us to challenge 

ourselves 

 

Year group objectives:  

• about the things they have in common with their friends, classmates, and other 

people  

 
To understand how Rosa Parks showed courage though doing what she 

believed in. 
 

Lesson 1 - LI: To understand why Rosa Parks is a significant person 
throughout history. 
Task: The children will be writing about why they believe Rosa Parks was 
courageous and what affect her courage had on other people. 
 
Lesson 2 – LI: To relate the courage shown by Rosa Parks to our own 
goals. 
Task: The children will draw a picture of Rosa Park showing courage by 
staying in her seat on one side of their page. On the other side of their 
page, they will draw and write about a time when they have shown 
courage. Have they ever stood up and shown courage for what they 
believe in and doing the right thing? 
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• how friends can have both similarities and differences  

• how to play and work cooperatively in different groups and situations 

• how to share their ideas and listen to others, take part in discussions, and give 
reasons for their views 

 

Lesson 3 – LI: To learn about the things we have in common with our 
friends, classmates and other people.  
Task: The children will be looking at two different role-play examples. One 
where a child what’s to share the interest of their friend and another 
where a child isn’t interested in what their friend is doing. The children will 
write what the child in each different scenario should do.  
  
Lesson 4 - LI: To understand how we all have similarities and differences.  
Task: Circle time with a discussion focusing on looking at how we are all dif-
ferent. Discussing our hair colour, what our favourite fruit is, if we have any 
brothers or sisters etc.  
  
Lesson 5 – LI: To relate the courage shown by Rosa Parks to our own 
goals.  
Task: The children will draw a picture of Rosa Park showing courage by 
staying in her seat on one side of their page. On the other side of their 
page, they will draw and write about a time when they have shown cour-
age. Have they ever stood up and shown courage for what they believe in 
and doing the right thing?  
  
Lesson 6 - LI: To share how I have been courageous in this term.   
Task: Circle time with a discussion focusing on how the children have been 
courageous, what have they learnt about our year groups champion of 
courage Rosa Park?  
 

Music 

Key Vocabulary: keyboard, drums, base, electric guitar, Reggae, pulse, rhythm, pitch, improvise, compose, perform, audience, melody, dynamics, tempo. 

Unit Outcomes (Using Charanga planning) 

Listen & appraise Musical activities Perform & share 

• Find the pulse and know that this unit is about 

Reggae music. Others will understand that songs 

have a musical style. 

• Find the pulse (a steady heartbeat) 

• Clap rhythm (long and short sounds) 

• Begin to understand pitch 

• Sing in time and using actions 

• Look back at the recorded performance as a 
class.   

• What did the children like best?  

• How did they feel about it?  
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• Recognise and name some of the instruments they 

hear: keyboard, drums, base, electric guitar, singers. 

Others will recognise all or many of the instruments 

they hear.  

• Play instrumental parts accurately and in time 

• Improvise in the lessons and the performance 

• Compose a simple melody using simple rhythms 

and use as part of the performance  

• How did they feel during the performance?  
 

 

 


