
Shatterlocks Infant and Nursery School  

 Nursery Term 4 Garden and growing 
In this topic we will be learning about how we grow things in our garden and how we look after growing things. 
 
Week 1: Mary Mary (Nursery Rhyme/Literacy); Week 2: Jaspers Beanstalk (maths); Week 3: Jack and the beanstalk (literacy); Week 4: Science Week – Gingerbread 
Man; Week 5: Titch (maths); Week 6: Sunflowers (literacy) 
 
Some Key Vocabulary: 
Week 1: rhyme, garden, grow, flower, plant 
Week 2: bean, grow, water, sun 
Week 3: bean, grow, tall, taller, giant. 
Week 4: gingerbread, experiment, explore, investigate 
Week 5: grow, small, medium, large, tall, taller, tallest, smallest. 
Week 6: sunflower, grow, water, sun, seed, plant 
 
Some WOW moments: Week 2/3 growing beans; Week k 4 Mother’s Day; Week 6 planting sunflowers. 

 
Literacy 

OBJECTIVES 

Understand the five key concepts about print:  

- print has meaning  

- print can have different purposes  

- we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom  

- the names of the different parts of a book 

-page sequencing 
 

Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For 

example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the 

page; write ‘m’ for mummy.  

Write some or all of their name. 

 

Suggested activities: 

 

When reading with the children name different parts of the book, demonstrate 

how we read from left to right and from top to bottom. 

 

Week 1 – Mary Mary Nursery rhyme 

Week 2 – Jaspers Bean stalk 

Week 3 – Jack and the Beanstalk, assessed writing – what did Jack take from 

the giant? 

Week 4 – Gingerbread Man – Science Week 

Week 5 – Titch 

 

Week 1-6 - mark making opportunities inside and out, encouraging name writing, 

handwriting patterns. 

Week 1-6: Key person time – recognising names/initial letters, sharing stories, 

mark making opportunities. 

 



Understanding the World 

OBJECTIVES 

Explore and respond to different natural phenomena in their setting and on 

trips 

Plant seeds and care for growing plants.  

Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal.  

Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural 

environment and all living things. 

 

 

Suggested activities: 

 

Week 1-6 looking after the plants/flowers in the nursery garden. 

Week 2/3 – growing our own beans. 

Week 4 – science week 

Week 6 – planting our own sunflower seeds 

Expressive Arts and Design 

OBJECTIVES 

Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use these shapes to 

represent objects. 

Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face 

with a circle and including details.  

Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about 

how to use them and what to make.  

Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal 

sets, dolls and dolls houses etc.  

 

Suggested activities: 

Weeks 1-6 – role play/using small world equipment – farm set, different 

animals/insects, dolls house, cars, trains, tuff spot with gardening equipment 

and various pots. 

Weeks 1-6 – using different art materials to represent flowers/plants; 

continued access to drawing/art materials to allow children to create their own 

pictures; encourage children to draw things they see in the garden. 

Week 1-6 – singing songs, playing instruments. 

Week 3 – magic beans, handprint/paper chain beanstalks 

Week 6 – Van Goghs Sunflowers 

 

 

Communication and Language 
OBJECTIVES 

Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so 

fat?” 
 

Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.  

Use a wider range of vocabulary.  

Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as: “Get your 

coat and wait at the door”.  
 
 

 

Suggested activities 

 

Week 1-6: Key person time sharing stories, following instructions. 

Week 1-6: Looking after the nursery garden – responding to simple questions 

about how and why things grow; opportunities to grow their own plants and 

answer questions about what is happening. 

Week 1 – Mary Mary Nursery rhyme – other nursery rhymes  

Week 2 – Jaspers Bean stalk 

Week 3 – Jack and the Beanstalk 

Week 4 – Gingerbread Man (Science week) 

Week 5 - Titch 



Physical Development 

OBJECTIVES  

Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. For example, 

choosing a spade to enlarge a small hole they dug with a trowel.  
 

 

Suggested activities 
 

Week 1-6 looking after the plants/flowers in the nursery garden using various 

resources – garden tools/watering cans. 

 

Week 2/3 planting beans/cress 

Week 6 planting sunflowers 

 

Week 1-6: cutting activities; handwriting patterns (penpals/write dance); 

continuous provision for mark making and art; outside play; team theme. 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
OBJECTIVES 

Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important.  

Do not always need an adult to remind them of a rule. 

 
 

 

Suggested activities 

 

Week 1-6 looking after the plants/flowers in the nursery garden – 

understanding rules to be followed outside. 

 

Week 1-6 adults supporting children’s play/encouraging children to follow rules 
 

 

 

Mathematics 

OBJECTIVES 

Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and 

capacity. 

Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’. 
 

 
 

Suggested activities: 

 

Week 1-6 comparing different sized plant pots – size, weight, and capacity; 

comparing plants in the garden – which is the tallest/shortest. 

Week 2: Jaspers Beanstalk – using cubes to measure different sized 

beanstalks; counting beans to match the correct numbered pot – which has 

more/less. 

Week 5: Titch – compare size (small, medium, large) 
 


