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Reception: Amazing Animals 

In this topic we will be learning about:  
 
Week 1: Pets Week 2: Farm animals Week 3: Sea creatures Week 4: African animals Week 5: Animals that live in the cold Week 6: Extinct animals  
 
Key Vocabulary: 
Week 1: Pet, vet, animal, care, habitat, food 
Week 2: Farm, animal, farmer, field, tractor, barn 
Week 3: Sea, water, ocean, creature, swim, coral 
Week 4: Africa, country, safari, jeep, adventure, pattern 
Week 5: Cold, ice, arctic, polar, snow, habitat 
Week 6: Extinct, animal, past, dinosaur, fossil, endangered 
 
Some of our WOW moments will be: 
Week beginning 23rd January- Multicultural arts week: Africa; Pet photo experience; Parent afternoon Animal song; Snail and the Whale film 
 

Literacy 

Core texts:  
Week 1:  
Week 2: Old Macdonald (Big Book), Rosie’s Walk, A Squash and a Squeeze, The Pig in the Pond, I Love Animals (Big Book), Farmer Duck 
Week 3: Rainbow Fish, Barry the Fish with Fingers, Commotion in the Ocean, The Snail and the Whale, Mermaid’s Tail 
Week 4: Handa’s Surprise, Giraffes can’t dance 
Week 5: Polar Bear Polar Bear,  
Week 6: Dinosaur Roar 

Early Learning Goals Learning Journey 

• Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s 

phonic programme. 

• Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with 

known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a 

few exception words. 

W1-6:  
- Phonics 
- Non-fiction books 
- Reading at home 
- Shared reading 
- Handwriting  
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• Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word read-

ing, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment. 

• Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound 

with letter/s. 

• Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter cor-

respondences using a capital letter and full stop. 

• Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense. 

- Word building  
-  

W1:  
- Instructions to look after a pet  
- Speech bubbles ‘What would your pet say?’ 

W2: 
- Describe and label a farm animal 
- At the farm I would like to see... 
- Word building (cat, dog, cow, pig, hen) 

W3:  
- Fact file  
- Glitter glue postcard message from ‘Snail and the Whale’ 
- Using lettered shells to make words 

W4:  
- My favourite African animal is... 
- Safari writing  
- Parts of an African animal  

W5:  
- 10 things I would take to the Arctic (assessed writing) 
- Caption writing polar regions  

W6:  
- Dinosaurs have, eat,can 
- CVC dinosaur peg word building 

Understanding the World 

Early Learning Goals Learning Journey 

• Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this 

country and life in other countries. 

• Draw information from a simple map. 

• Explore the natural world around them. 

W1:  
- Discussing our different pets 
- Match pets to their home environments e.g fish, fishbowl  

W2:  
- Comparing different farms, matching animals to product e.g. 

cow/milk, sheep/wool 
- Naming animals that live on a farm, simple farm map (beebots), 
- Animal habitat sorting 
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- Sorting animals, farm/not farm 
W3:  

- Understanding/comparing what lives under the sea 
- Sorting animals, water/land 

W4: 
- Animals in a different country  

W5:  
- Naming different animals that live in the cold  

W6:  
- Investigating animals from the past  

Expressive Arts and Design 

Early Learning Goals Learning Journey 

• Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 

• Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and 

developing their ability to represent them. 

• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express 

their ideas and feelings.  

• Develop storylines in their pretend play. 

• Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch 

and following the melody. 

W1-6:  
- Role play- vets, explorers, explore stories 
- Animal songs and poems 
- Small world – farm, sea creatures, vets 
- Write Dance  
- Painting  
- Colouring  
- Mark making  

W1: 
- Paper plate pets 
- Rock pets 
- Pet paw print stamping 
- Build a pet environment eg dog kennel 

W2:  
- Old McDonald music basket 
- Painting with tractors 

W3: 
- Create a big whale collaboratively using different materials 
- jellyfish craft 
- Mermaid tails using dough 
- Bubble wrap star fish   
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W4: 
- Colour mixing  
- Oil pastels exploration and animal art  
- Animal patterns 

W5:  
- Saving animals from the ice  
- Arctic snow hunt  
- Ice painting  
- Tough spot with animals and ice 
- Painting ice  
 

W6: 
- Dinosaur skeleton (toilet roll) 
- Make your own fossil 
- CVC dinosaur peg word building  
- Mark making in sand 

Communication and Language 

Early Learning Goals Learning Journey 

• Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is im-

portant.  

• Learn new vocabulary 

• Use new vocabulary through the day.  

• Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand 

what has been said to them. 

• Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences.  

• Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connec-

tives.  

• Describe events in some detail.  

• Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and ac-

tivities, and to explain how things work and why they might hap-

pen.  

W1-6: 
- Sharing stories 
- Looking at non-fiction books 
- Learning new words, describing animals 
- Songs/rhymes (Old McDonald, Walking through the Jungle, 5 

little ducks/monkeys,  
- Listen to audio books in the library  
- Circle time 
- Reading practise  
- Vocabulary lists 

W1: 
- Zones of regulation lessons Tues 3rd/ Wed 4th afternoons 
- Talk about our pets, ask each other questions about our pets 

W2: 
- Who am I?  Guessing game 
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• Develop social phrases.  

• Engage in story times 

• Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and under-

standing.  

• Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity 

with the text; some as exact repetition and some in their own 

words. 

• Use new vocabulary in different contexts. 

• Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how 

they sound.  

• Learn rhymes, poems and songs. 

• Engage in non-fiction books.  

• Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep 
familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 

 

Through the theme and learning opportunities, children develop 

their abilities within this area. They will have opportunities to 

express themselves effectively and be supported, via interventions, 

when this is challenging. Communication and language will be 

considered when planning other areas of the curriculum and be a 

central part of linking the curriculum together. Weekly focus on the 

objectives will ensure that coverage and observations are in place to 

support assessment. C&L forms the basis of other planning. 
 

Physical Development 

Early Learning Goals Learning Journey 

• Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of 

tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pen-

cils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks 

and spoons. 

• Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when 

sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. 

• Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus 

indoors and outside, alone and in a group. 

PE session focus; 

• Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throw-

ing, catching, kicking, passing, batting, and aiming.  

• Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when 

engaging in activities that involve a ball. 

W1-6:  
- Write dance  
- Handwriting patterns 
- Fizzy interventions 
- Phonics letter formation 
- Yoga 
- Weekly PE (ball skills)  
- Bikes  
- Outdoor play 
- Sitting sensibly on the chair and on the carpet 
- Scissor skills 

W2:  
- Down on the farm gross motor movements  
- Large mark making – tractor painting 
- Wrapping woolly sheep 
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• Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility. 

Combine different movements with ease and fluency. 

- Pom poms and farm animals  
W3:  

- Fine motor rescue the sea creatures  
- Jelly tweezer rescue 
- Tweezers and shells  
- Glass bead templates 
- Under the sea letter formation 

W4:  
- African dance  

W5: 
- Using different tools to save animals in the ice 

W6: 
- Finding fossils in sand  
- Making large dinosaur skeleton 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Early Learning Goals Learning Journey 

• See themselves as a valuable individual. 

• Build constructive and respectful relationships. 

• Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others. 

• Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. 

• Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotion-

ally. 

• Think about the perspectives of others. 

• Manage their own needs. 

W1-6: 
- Feelings, how we feel about animals and how we take care of 

them 
- Star of the week 
- Special helper 
- Emotions board/Self-registration  
- Lunch/snack  
- Getting dressed/undressed  
- Circle time 
- Sharing personal experiences 

W1: 
- Zones of regulation lessons Tues 3rd/ Wed 4th afternoons 

 

Through the theme and learning opportunities provided, children 
develop their self-confidence and self-awareness. They begin to 
manage their feelings and behaviour e.g. turn-taking and following 
instructions and begin to build positive relationships with adults and 
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children. PSED is planned within each week through child- and adult-
led activities. Each child will have developing needs which will be 
planned for accurately. 
 

 

 


