
Shatterlocks Infant and Nursery School  

 Nursery Term 2 Colour and Materials 
In this topic we will be learning about:  Children will explore different materials – how materials are similar or different.  Children will explore different colours and 
how we make different colours.  Children will also be involved in a variety of Christmas celebrations. 

 

Week 1: We’re going on a Bear Hunt/Fireworks (Literacy); Week 2: Three Little Pigs/Remembrance (Maths); Week 3: Brown Bear Brown Bear/Children in Need – 

including parent fun afternoon (Literacy); Week 4: Elmer (Maths); Week 5: Dear Santa (Assessed writing); Week 6: Christmas/Parents concert and fun activities 

(Maths); Week 7: Christmas Jumper week/Lunch/Party 

 
Some key Vocabulary:  
W1: Bear, under, over, through, material, soft, hard, same, different, fireworks 
W2: Material, strong, weak, hard, soft, remember, poppy  
W3: Animal names, colour – different colour names, mix, together 
W4: Colour, different colour names, mix, together 
W5: Christmas, list, present, gift, celebrate 
W6: Christmas, celebrate, decorations 
W7: Christmas, celebrate, party 
 
Some WOW moments: Going on a bear hunt in the outside area; Children in Need fun afternoon for parents; Christmas celebrations – parent concert/fun afternoon, 
party, jumper week. 

 

  Literacy 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 

Enjoy songs and rhymes, tuning in and paying attention.  

Join in with songs and rhymes, copying sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo.  

Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. 

 

Develop play around favourite stories using props 

Notice some print, such as the first letter of their name, a bus or door number, 

or a familiar logo. 

Enjoy drawing freely. 

Add some marks to their drawings, which they give meaning to. For example: 

“That says mummy.”  

Make marks on their picture to stand for their name. 

Suggested activities: 

Week 1: 

Where going on a Bear Hunt – act out story 

Week 2: 

3 Little Pigs – sequence using picture cards 

Week 3:  

Brown Bear Brown Bear – story, retell using props 

Week4: 

Elmer 

Week 5: 

Dear Santa 

Assessed writing – letters to Santa 

Week 5-7: 



Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For 

example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the 

page; write ‘m’ for mummy.  

Write some or all of their name. 

Write some letters accurately. 

 

Christmas songs 

 

On-going activites: 

Name cards during routine activities e.g. snack time, small group time, large 

group activities. 

Self-registration 

Mark making inside and outside 

Assessed writing – letter to Santa 

 

                                                            Understanding the World 

 
OBJECTIVES 

 

Explore materials with different properties 

Explore natural materials, indoors and outside. 

Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. Explore 

collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. 

Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. 

Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice. 

 

 

 

Suggested activities: 

Week 1: 

Where going on a Bear Hunt – explore different materials, textures, look at 

different collections of materials and describe what they feel/see 

Week 2: 

3 Little Pigs – explore materials to build with, sort materials into different 

categories e.g., hard/soft 

Week 3-4 

Make collections of items of the same colour 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 
OBJECTIVES 

 

Explore different materials, using all their senses to investigate them. 

Manipulate and play with different materials. 

Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different 

materials 

Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well as brushes 

and other tools.  

Express ideas and feelings through making marks, and sometimes give a meaning 

to the marks they make. 

Explore colour and colour-mixing. 

Suggested activities: 

Week 1: 

Bear Hunt – find bears hiding in different materials, using different materials 

to represent parts of the story (display) 

Firework pictures – splat painting 

Week 2: 

3 Little Pigs – using different materials to make houses 

Making poppies 

Week 3: 

Colour mixing using hands 

Week 4: 



Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express 

them.  

 

Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas. 

Remember and sing entire songs 

Listen with increased attention to sounds. Respond to what they have 

heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings. 

Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something 

else even though they are not similar.  

Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal 

sets, dolls and dolls houses etc 

Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about 

how to use them and what to make.  

Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises.  

 

 

Using powder paint to mix colours 

Colour mixing - sealed bags of paint 

Week 5/6: 

Christmas decorations 

 

Ongoing activities: 

Large group time - introduce rhythm sticks and musical instrument activities 

Various song singing 

Phase 1 phonics – environmental sounds, sounds we can make with our bodies 

Role play – kitchen 

Small world – dolls house 

Dough/Messy play 

Write dance – Tree and Fairy Lights 

 

 

 

 

                                                         Communication and Language 
 

OBJECTIVES 

 

Sing a large repertoire of songs. Know many rhymes, be able to talk about 

familiar books, and be able to tell a long story. 

 

Turn towards familiar sounds. They are also startled by loud noises and 

accurately locate the source of a familiar person’s voice, such as their key 

person or a parent.  

Listen and respond to a simple instruction. 

Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as: “Get your 

coat and wait at the door”.  

 

Suggested activities 

Week 1: 

We’re going on a Bear Hunt 

Week 2: 

3 Little Pigs 

Week 3: 

Brown Bear Brown Bear What do you see? 

Week 4: 

Elmer 

Week 5: 

Dear Santa 

Week 6/7: 

Various Christmas stories 



Christmas songs 

 

Ongoing activities: 

Phase 1 phonics – environmental sounds, sounds we make with our bodies, 

instruments 

Routines 

Physical Development 

 
OBJECTIVES  

 

Explore different materials and tools 

Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper 

with scissors. 

 

Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for 

example, putting coats on and doing up zips. 

Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. brushing 

teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly. 

Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and 

bikes) and ball skills.  

Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical 

statues.  

Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make 

marks. 

Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet.  

 

 

Suggested activities 

Week 1-7: 

Messy play 

Making paint, mixing paint 

Printing with our hands, fingers 

Scissors – dough, cutting catalogues, wrapping play, making Christmas 

decorations 

 

On-going activities: 

Snack time/Lunch time 

Getting ready to out outside 

Self-registration 

Looking after their own belongings – using their tray 

Write dance – Tree and Fairy Lights 

Bikes 

Climbing frame 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

OBJECTIVES 

 

Express preferences and decisions. They also try new things and start 

establishing their autonomy. 

Show more confidence in new social situations. 

 

Suggested activities 

Week 1-7: 

Messy play  

Mixing paint 

Using different materials to make things 

Christmas concert 

 



Find ways of managing transitions, for example from their parent to their key 

person. 

Find ways to calm themselves, through being calmed and comforted by their key 

person. 

Establish their sense of self. 

Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community. 

Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their 

setting.  

Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps 

them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to 

them. 

On-going activities: 

Settling 

Key person time 

Routines 

Tidy up time 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

Notice patterns and arrange things in patterns. 

Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. For example: stripes 

on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal language like 

‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc 

 

Count in everyday contexts, sometimes skipping numbers - ‘1-2-3-5.’ 

Complete inset puzzles 

Recite numbers past 5.  

Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.  

Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.  

 

Suggested activities: 

Week 2: 

3 Little Pigs - Counting bricks to match the pig's numbered houses 

Week 3: 

Brown Bear - Colour sorting and patterns 

Week 4: 

Elmer – Colour sorting and patterns 

Week 5-7: 

Christmas decorations/wrapping paper 

Christmas patterns 

 

Ongoing activities: 

Number songs 

Number line activities 

Puzzles 

 


