
Shatterlocks Infant and Nursery School  

 Nursery Term 3 All Creatures Great and Small 
In this topic we will be learning about:  Children will learn about a variety of animals – naming different animals, finding out where they live, how we care for 
different animals and begin to understand the lifecycle of a butterfly. 
 
Week 1: Dinosaurs – Dinosaur Roar (maths) Week 2: In the jungle – Rumble in the Jungle, Walking Through the Jungle, Monkey Puzzle (literacy); Week 3: At the zoo 
– Dear Zoo, Tiger who came for Tea (maths); Week 4: Farm animals – I Love Animals, Rosie’s Walk; Old Macdonald (literacy) Week 5: Animals that live at home 
(maths); Week 6: Creatures that live in our gardens – Very Hungry Caterpillar (literacy) 
 
Some Key Vocabulary: 
Week 1: dinosaur, dinosaur names, roar, big, small, long, short 
Week 2: jungle, animal names,  
Week 3: zoo, animal names, big, small, tall, fierce 
Week 4: farm, farmer, tractor, animal names, under, over, in, out, next to 
Week 5: pets, home, house, cage 
Week 6: insect, minibeast, caterpillar, butterfly 
 
Some WOW moments: Week 4 – Multicultural Arts Week 
 
 
 

Literacy 
OBJECTIVES 

Understand the five key concepts about print:  

- print has meaning  

- print can have different purposes  

- we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom  

- the names of the different parts of a book 

-page sequencing 

 

Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For 

example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the 

page; write ‘m’ for mummy.  

Write some or all of their name. 

 

Suggested activities: 

 

When reading with the children name different parts of the book, demonstrate 

how we read from left to right and from top to bottom. 

 

Week 1 – Dinosaur Roar 

Week 2 – Rumble in the jungle (poems/rhymes), Walking through the jungle, 

Monkey puzzle 

Week 3 – Dear Zoo – writing letters to the zoo, Tiger who came for Tea – write 

shopping lists 

Week 4 – I love animals – assessed writing/who lives on the farm, Rosie’s walk, 

Spot goes to the Farm 

Week 6 – Very hunger caterpillar – writing lists of food 

 



Understanding the World 

OBJECTIVES 

Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal.  

Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural 

environment and all living things. 

 

Suggested activities: 

Weeks 1 – 6 – Discussions about how we treat different animals 

Week 5 – how we look after our pets at home 

Week 6 (leading into next term – garden and growing) – Very Hungry Caterpillar 

activities including the key features of the life cycle of a butterfly, looking for 

insects in the garden and recording what we find/see. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

OBJECTIVES 

Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use these shapes to 

represent objects. 

Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face 

with a circle and including details.  

Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about 

how to use them and what to make.  

Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal 

sets, dolls and dolls houses etc.  

 

Suggested activities: 

 

Week 1 – dinosaurs: salt dough fossils, dough and pasta dinosaurs, handprint 

dinosaurs 

Week 2 – jungle animals: animal patterns – strips, spots, coloured pasta snakes, 

fork paintings 

Week 3 – zoo animals: animal paintings, animal puppets 

Week 4 – farm animals: cotton wool sheep/cork print sheep, tractor printing 

Week 5 – pets: drawing our pets, paper plate animals 

Week 6 – Insects: butterfly prints, cake case caterpillars, paper masher 

caterpillars 

Weeks 1-6 – using small world equipment – farm set, different animals – farm, 

zoo, dinosaurs 

Weeks 1-6 – using different art materials to represent a variety of animals 

Communication and Language 
OBJECTIVES 

Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so 

fat?” 

Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.  

Use a wider range of vocabulary.  

 

Suggested activities 

 
Week 1-6 – listening to many stories about animals, using props/puppets to 

retell stories, talk about what they see/hear and ask/answer questions 

Physical Development 

OBJECTIVES  

Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. 

For example, they decide whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, 

depending on its length and width. 

Suggested activities 
 

Week 1-6 Outside play using a variety of equipment – bats/balls, hoops, 

balancing beams, stepping-stones, large construction, bikes. 



 

Are increasingly able to use and remember sequences and patterns of 

movements which are related to music and rhythm. 

 

 

Week 1 – Cosmic Kids yoga, Disco Dinosaur 

Week 2 – Cosmic Kids yoga, Jungle Safari 

Week 4 – Cosmic Kids yoga, On the Farm 

Week 6 – Cosmic Kids yoga, The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
OBJECTIVES 

Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.  
 

Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps 

them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to 

them. 

Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community. 

Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their 

setting. 

Suggested activities 
 

 

Weeks 1-6 – new children settling 

Weeks 1-6 – freely moving around the learning environment inside/outside, 

understanding routines and accepting rules/boundaries 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

OBJECTIVES 

Describe a familiar route 

Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 

Understand position through words alone – for example, “The bag is under 

the table,” – with no pointing. 

Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such 

as ‘first’, ‘then...’ 

Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and 

capacity. 

Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. For example: stripes 

on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper.  

Use informal language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc.  

Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of 

objects to match the numeral, up to 5. 

Suggested activities: 

 

Week 1-6 making comparisons between different animals – size, weight 

Week 1-6 looking at animal patterns 

Week 1-6 counting animals 

Week 3 – activities using the story ‘Dear Zoo’ – sequence the order animals are 

sent, which comes first? Look at size – animals/packages 

Week 4 – activities using the story ‘Rosies’ Walk’ – describing the hens route 

using positional language. 

Week 6 – activities using the story ‘Very Hungry Caterpillar’ – days of the week, 

order of food, sequence of the life cycle. 


